Heart Centered Multi-age
Adventurers Curriculum 2012-2013
Language
Children have a series of multi-sensory activities around each letter of the alphabet. They practice identifying the letter shape and sound, and sound out Consonant-Vowel-Consonant words. Children hear stories with predictable language, and then make their own. In Writer’s Studio children discover that they have stories to tell and share them with classmates. Students celebrate an author of the month from diverse backgrounds, examining her/his style, theme, and structure. Children use pattern words, sight words, phonetic combinations, and often invented spelling. They learn letter and number formation, combining letter sounds to make words and words to make sentences.
Math
The children use interesting objects to count and record numbers. They use mathematical drawings, stories, and discussion to show change in number (operations), missing numbers (algebra), and number relationships. Children can count up to 30 and are familiar with notation. They learn to add and subtract simple numbers in efficient and accurate ways. They become familiar with tools such as Cuisenaire rods, base 10 blocks, number lines, cards, and dice. They are introduced to ideas such as place value, reversibility, and quantities within quantities.
Arts
The class explores art materials throughout the year, including many different media. Children discover the elements of art: line, color, texture, and composition. They learn the values of balance, knowledge, and exploration. They learn to focus their attention on particular aspects of their art. Children are introduced to a variety of musical styles, artists, and cultures.  Music is learned along with movement and fine art, and consciously integrated with daily life in the classroom.
Social Studies
Children learn how to play together in a cooperative manner. They study the calendar and holiday celebrations in their families, culture, and world. They consider what a family is, in the animal world and in their own. They become aware of the roles in a modern community. They learn about food traditions through cooking.
Science
Younger children learn the essentials of the material world through their senses.  They practice gathering information about plants and animals, rocks and soil, the weather and planets…all by touching, smelling, seeing, hearing and even tasting.  And, they are encouraged to share what they see through artwork. Children especially learn to respect the natural world and to see that they are a part of Nature.

